
Kia ora koutou katoa ! 2021 is here after a tumultuous 2020 ! A warm and hearty
welcome to the new year and a new start . Under the umbrella of COVID-19 we will
continue to educate the students of Tuakau , where change is always imminent . I
hope that you all had a relaxing break and that you are recharged and ready to
achieve in 2021 . Our key focus for 2021 will be on building strong relationships
between each other . The most important thing are people and having strong
professional relationships is key in supporting the work that adults do to support
the students and get them through their secondary school years .

It is with sadness that we had a student pass away over the holidays . She had
cancer and succumbed to her illness . Ann Linacre was in Year 10 last year and
would have been in Year 11 this year . She will be greatly missed by all her friends ,
whānau and peers . Our thoughts go out to her parents and extended family
during these hard times . Kia kaha ! 

Within this bulletin there are a number of articles I would like you all to pay
attention to . (Indicated by an asterisk     ) They are : times of the day , Pokeno
buses , access to Tuakau College and the location of the new Student Centre .  

We are also aware that at any time COVID-19 and another lockdown could occur .
Please be assured we are prepared for this occurrence and have a plan if we have
to go into lockdown again . Please read the section in this bulletin about this .
 
Congratulations to all the students who sat NCEA in 2020 . The results indicate all
the hard work you completed last year , amongst the interruptions of COVID-19 .
Well done and we look forward to the hard work this year . 
 
We look forward to having all our students return to the College . Haere mai !
Welcome to all the new students and staff and we want to make this year a great
year of continued learning !

Tuesday 2 February - Year 12

and 13 Course Confirmation

 

Wednesday 3 February -

New Students Poowhiri ,

Year 12 & 13 Peer Support

Programme

 

Thursday 4 February - All

students start school

 

Friday 5 February -

Timetable starts and Year

Levels Assemblies
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events
Upcoming ARE WE READY FOR ANOTHER LOCKDOWN IF

IT COMES? 

In Māori mythology, Tāne
(also called Tāne-mahuta) is
the god of forests and birds.
Tane Mahuta stands tall and

strong!

Tane Mahuta

 2020 House
Champions!
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Take Waaheke
Koorero a te Tumuaki
The Principal speaks:

Chris Betty

See inside for more information!
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Monday 25 January - Student Centre opens. Please note that on
Thursday 28 January the Student Centre will be closed between

11am and 2pm.
 

Friday 29 January - Accounts Office opens
 

Monday 1 February - Auckland Anniversary Holiday
 

Tuesday 2 February - Year 12 & 13 Course Confirmation in the iHub.
Year 13 students to come from 9am-11am. Year 12 students to

come from 11:30am-1:30pm. Be aware there could be queues so
please be patient. Bus service starts.

 
Wednesday 3 February - New students Pōwhiri. All new students to
be in full uniform and to meet at the iHub at 9am. (No stationery
required). Year 12 and 13 students to meet at the school Gym at
9am in full uniform. The Peer Support programme will run. There

will be a sausage sizzle at 1:30pm and the day will finish after that.
 

Thursday 4 February - All students start school in full uniform.
Meet at the school gym at 9am for assembly. Please ensure you

have PE uniform to wear in the afternoon. 
(No stationery required)

 
Friday 5 February - Timetable starts and Year Levels Assembly.

(Stationery required)
 

BUS SERVICE STARTS ON TUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY, 2021

2021 START DATES

Stationery Lists, Fees Schedules, Bus Routes and other key information can be found
on the Tuakau College website (www.tuakaucollege.com). 

Term 1: Tuesday 2 February to Friday 16 April . (Auckland Anniversary - 1 Feb; Easter Break – 2 to
6 April)

Term 2: Monday 3 May to Friday 9 July . (Teachers Only Day - 13 May;  Queens Birthday - 7 June)

Term 3: Monday 26 July to Friday 1 October . (Teachers Only Day - 10 Aug)

Term 4: Monday 18 Oct to Tuesday 14 December . (Labour Day - 25 Oct;  Teachers Only Day - 25
Nov;  NCEA Exams from Monday 8 Nov to Thursday 2 Dec)

2021 TERM DATES
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Staff wellbeing is the biggest concern – three-quarters of schools reported challenges related to exhaustion , sickness ,

stress about workload , anxiety about health , or principal stress
Learner wellbeing has been the priority – nearly three-quarters of schools reported prioritizing learner wellbeing over
academic learning during lockdown . Many reported deferring planned assessments
Lower-decile schools are facing more challenges transitioning students back to school 
A quarter of schools reported financial concerns .

Tuakau College wants our students and wider community to know we are prepared for another lockdown if it comes .

ERO continues to investigate the impacts of COVID-19 on schools and shared its interim report findings (based on
interviews with 110 schools and 95 early learning services and insights from the Māori medium education sector).

The key findings were :

Being prepared. Two-thirds of the schools reported that they had successfully prepared for lockdown. Factors
associated with schools who reported being prepared included using digital technology as an established part of their
teaching practice and having up-to-date contact details for learners and whānau. Tuakau College ensures our teachers

get professional development on digital technology each year and also ask that all students families please keep their
contact details up to date so we can contact them easily . 

Support from MoE and others. Nearly half of leaders expressed positive feedback about MoE’s communications and
bulletins, while noting that it was often difficult to keep up with the quantity of guidance, and the pace of change as
the situation developed. The distribution of digital devices was challenging, but leaders were positive about MoE’s
physical learning packs. Tuakau College have been thankful for the support from the Ministry and from our wider school

community and students which has helped us put plans in place for further lockdowns .

Strong communications. Many leaders reported that regular communication helped to build teacher relationships
with whānau and gave whānau greater insight into their children’s learning. Teachers used a combination of phone
calls, emails, video calling and other digital platforms to regularly check in with learners and whānau. Tuakau College

strives to have effective communication with all students and their families through email , Facebook , the school app ,

website and more . 

Prioritising wellbeing. Seventy percent of leaders reported that they had explicitly prioritised learner wellbeing over
academic learning during lockdown. Tuakau College recognised that they could not expect the normal level of

engagement and workload during lockdown and made it clear to learners and whānau that learning was second to
wellbeing . We also modified our curriculum to incorporate this .

ARE  WE  READY  FOR  ANOTHER  LOCKDOWN  I F  I T  COMES ?

Kua rite taatau mo tetahi kati ano mena ka tae mai?

We want our students, families and wider community to know that Tuakau College has
planned and is prepared for another lockdown, if there is one!

We ask that you please remember the following things ; particularly washing your hands regularly

and using the COVID-19 app !
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LOGO and MOTTO

The logo depicts the fronds of the ponga tree which symbolise nurture , growth and new

beginnings for a school relatively young . The larger fronds are the caregivers , staff and

parents . The smaller fronds are the students developing and surrounded by the larger fronds

for protection and support . The two colours reflect the dual heritage of New Zealand . 

The motto "The very best in all things , Pai rawa atu i nga mea katoa ," was created by Hiwi

Tauroa , the founding Principal . He says "working well is not sufficient - we desire that you

produce the very best work you are able to . We will demand the very best performance from

each individual . Poor performance is not failure , a lack of effort is . A low standard of

achievement resulting from best effort is success ."

TUAKAU/TŪĀKAU (Two-a-coe) meaning:

Today , in many publications , Tuakau is written as TŪĀKAU . The source of this interpretation is

from the NZ History archives . The interpretation is ‘Tuu Aakau ’ (Tūākau .) ‘Tū ’ - to stand ; ākau -

river bank shore . So it means to stand on the river bank . Tuakau College is part of North Waikato

and is affiliated to Tainui and the kingitanga movement . King Tuhetia Potatau Tawhiao is

presently the Māori king residing at Turangawaewae Ngaruawahia . Taupiri is te maunga (the

mountain), Waikato te Awa (the river), Turangawaewae te marae and Tainui te iwi (the tribe).

KO WAI TATOU: Who are we?

Over the past years Tuakau College has developed into a modern learning environment which

has strengthened and continued to value and enhance things Maaori . Maaoritanga is part of

what we do at Tuakau College . What we do is called the Tuakau College Culture or Kawa . Treaty

of Waitangi obligations ensure that we continue to recognise and provide a context for all our

students , especially our Maaori students . 

Our kawa has been a strength of the College since the foundations were laid down by the first

Principal , Hiwi Tauroa . He was a visionary leader and the practical steps he put in place towards

the school becoming bicultural were implemented before the school opened in 1974 . This

ensured we followed certain protocols under a cultural umbrella which we cherish , relish and

build on as we move forward . 

Tuakau College is culturally rich . When we write in Maaori we can use the macron to emphasis a

long sound . In Tainui dialect , instead of using a macron a double vowel is used . So , Maori is

written Māori or you will see it as Maaori . Here is a little insight into the symbols and rituals of

the College .

AboutTuakau College

A little bit 
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PŌWHIRI 

A pōwhiri is an official welcome to our visitors . The tangatawhenua (people of the

land) are welcoming to their place the manuhiri (visitors). If the visitors are from

overseas then they are the manuhiri tuarangi . Each visitor is ‘tapu ’ (sacred) and the

poowhiri is about lifting the tapu and making the visitors part of the school .

The poowhiri starts with ‘karanga ’ where the kuia (older women) call to the manuhiri ,

for them to come and enter the place where they are going to be welcomed . The

visitors will karanga back to the tangatawhenua . 

Usually , the visitors are challenged (wero) by a warrior with a taiaha (weapon) and a

token of some sort (usually a small branch is laid down for the manuhiri). The

manuhiri pick up the token , indicating they come in peace . 

At school we do not do this , but the manuhiri are confronted with a haka poowhiri .

Once the manuhiri arrive into the whare , or onto the paepae (the place in front of the

wharenui - meeting house), everyone stays standing until the haka poowhiri is

completed and a karakia (prayer) is given to bless the proceedings . 

The speeches (whaikoorero) begin . In Tainui they have alternate speakers .

Tangatawhenua speak first then manuhiri . The speakers alternate . After each speech a

waiata (song) is sung , usually led by the kuia . 

The last manuhiri speaker will lay down a koha for the tangatawhenua . This indicates

to the tangatawhenua that they have no more speakers . The koha is accepted and

thanks is given . The tangatawhenua then invite the visitors to come forward and be

welcomed personally with a hongi (touching of the noses).

Kaiarahi Kaiarahi: Guidance Counsellors

Our Guidance Counsellors are Mr Paul Heta and Miss Zoe Saunders

and they are located in Te Whaanau . If students/parents/staff want

to access the Guidance Counsellors during school hours , students

can fill in a referral form and they will be seen . Students can also

be referred by a teacher or a parent . 

If our Guidance Counsellors cannot work with the student , they

have access to other counsellors who we bring into school to

support our students . 

If you wish to contact them , please use the emails listed in this

bulletin or use the contacts on the Tuakau College website .
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PTA  (PARENT  TEACHER  ASSOC IAT ION )

Hononga a te kaiako

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES

Tuhinga o mua

Tuakau College Board of Trustees members:

Sean Hyland-Mills (Board Chair), Kelly Sinfield (Deputy Chair), Claudia Duffus, Anna-Marie
Kingi, Kelly McCardle, Matthew Preston, Chris Betty (Principal), Brearna Rowsell (Student
Representative) and John Everitt (Staff Representative).

PTA stands for Parent Teacher Association , a school-based

organisation with a mission to make the school a better place

for children to learn . 

Parents of students work together with teachers to volunteer

in classes , raise money for school supplies , and generally

support the school 's efforts .

Almost all PTAs are involved in fundraising and most will

organise social events for parents and children . Many provide

helpers for outings and special events and a large number run

clubs for sport , music or drama .

Any parents and teachers can get involved , even if they only

have a small amount of time available . The lifecycle of a PTA

committee will vary . Some members may stay involved for ten

years or more - particularly if they have subsequent children

attending the school . Others may stay for a few years and then

move on .

Every state and state-integrated school and kura in New
Zealand has a board of trustees that governs it . The board
of trustees is a Crown entity . 

The board 's job is to see that everything that needs to be
done gets done - legally , ethically , and as well as possible
in the best interests of its students . It is also the employer
of all staff , including the principal , and sets the overall
strategic direction for the school or kura . 

The principal is the board 's 'chief executive '  and manages
the school or kura in line with the board 's direction and
policies . BOT Meetings are held once a month and minutes
for these meetings can be found on our website . 

We are scheduling an ERO visit this year. The new
format of the reviews can be found on our website,
under 'The Board.'

The next PTA Meeting
will be held on Tuesday

16 February, 2021, at 
7pm in the Tuakau
College staffroom. 

 

All parents and teachers

of Tuakau College are

welcome . 

 

The PTA is a great

opportunity to find out

more about what is

happening in the school

and have your say . 

 

Come along to find out

more !
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There are some changes to the School Map for 2021, particularly the location of our
Student Centre. Our Student Centre is now located on the edge of the Elizabeth Street car park

(where B5 used to be). Parents and students are to go here for any enquiries or information . The

new Deans room is also located in the new Student Centre . Any students sent to the Dean , or

parents wanting to speak/meet with the Dean are to go to the new Student Centre . 

There will be no access to Tuakau College across the paddock from Jellicoe, Gibson
Road, etc to Tuakau College from Thursday 11 February, 2021. The paddock is a

working farm and under the Health and Safety Act students should not be using this

access . Signs indicating this will be up . The land is leased and the leasers are concerned

about the students using this area , especially when cattle are in the paddock . They are

liable for any incidents that occur in this area , hence access has to be denied . 

Students will have to use Elizabeth Street to get to school . Students are not to cut
through Private properties. It is unfortunate but it is the law and we are requesting

that students and their families abide by the new rulings .

SCHOOL  MAP  202 1

Mahere Kura 2021

NO  ACCESS  TO  THE  SCHOOL  V IA  PADDOCKS

Kaore he urunga ki te kura ma nga paamu
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SCHOOL INFORMATION

ABSENCES: Leave a message on our 24-hour absentee line (09 236 8521 and press 2) or email

attendance@tuakaucollege.com. Absence notes need to be signed by a parent and given to the

student’s Dean. Parents/caregivers will be contacted to confirm any unexplained absence.  

ACCOUNTS OFFICE: The Accounts Office is open from 8.30am to 4pm, Monday to Friday.

BUSES: There is a new website for bus information - www.northwaikatoschoolbuses.com. There will be

another bus from Pokeno due to overloading and the number of students coming from this area. Once

confirmed, details will be published on the bus website and emailed to each family coming from

Pokeno. The network bus service is run by Murphy Buses (09 268 6620) and the Pukekohe bus by

Broughams. Please contact the bus controller, Mr Kumar (236 8521 ext. 133) with any queries. 

CONCERNS: If you have any concerns about your child’s schooling, please contact your child’s year

level Dean in the first instance (see below). It’s best to make an appointment as the Deans teach during

the day. 

Year 7 - Ms Heather Clarke (heather.clarke@tuakaucollege.com)

Year 8 - Ms Johanna Buttery (johanna.buttery@tuakaucollege.com

Year 9 - Mrs Sarah Welch (sarah.welch@tuakaucollege.com)

Year 10 - Mr Indar Deo (indar.deo@tuakaucollege.com)

Year 11 - Mr Chris McGarvey (chris.mcgarvey@tuakaucollege.com)

Year 12 - Ms Michelle McMillan (michelle.mcmillan@tuakaucollege.com)

Year 13 - Mrs Shana Davidson (shana.davidson@tuakaucollege.com)

2021 Period times and timetable 

Our period times/timetable is a 29-period teaching

timetable . This is part of Tuakau College 's

improvement on curriculum delivery . Each teaching

period is 50 minutes long and there is two periods

after lunch . 

Lunch will be at 1 pm daily , except Wednesdays when

it will be 12 :45 pm . Interval starts at 10 :50 am . 

Wednesday has a different time structure . On

Wednesday school starts at 9 :10am , NOT 9 :00am . This

is going to allow the school to run extended whānau

once every four weeks . Period 4 on a Wednesday is

for Assembly/Year Level Assembly/House Assemblies

and will be 30 minutes long .

We will be finishing school at 3 :30 pm daily , except

for Wednesdays when we will finish at 3 :25 pm . 

Koorero a Kura

2021 Te Wā Wahanga me te Waeaki
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Physical address: Elizabeth Street , Tuakau

Postal address: PO Box 102 , Tuakau 2342 , New Zealand

Phone: 0064 09 236 8521
Fax: 0064 09 236 8522

For general enquiries: secretary@tuakaucollege .com

CONTACT DETAILS: Please keep us updated with your student contact details by contacting Mrs Potts

on 236 8521 ext. 105 or by emailing t.potts@tuakaucollege.com. 

FEES AND SCHOOL TRIP PAYMENTS: School fees can be paid at the Accounts Office. You can set up

an automatic payment scheme by contacting Mrs Burnett on 236 8521 ext. 104. 

HEALTH CENTRE: We have a full-time Registered Nurse at the Health Centre (236 8521 ext. 155). In an

emergency, parents will be contacted as soon as possible. If immediate attention is required, the

student will be taken to the nearest Medical Centre. Please do not send your child to school if they are

unwell as this compromises the health of other students and staff. Please make sure you keep your

school contact details updated so we can contact you quickly and easily. If you receive a text from your

child saying they are unwell, please do not come immediately to school! Please ask them to follow the

correct procedure which is to advise their teacher and request a note to see the nurse. The nurse will

assess the student and then contact you if they need to go home.

LEAVE: Any student leave during term time must be requested by the parent/caregiver in writing to

the Principal, prior to the leave being taken. The Principal can only approve leave for up to five days.

The decision to withdraw a student during term time is the parent/caregiver’s responsibility.

E-BULLETIN/NEWSLETTER: The e-Bulletin will be emailed/issued to caregivers once a month and will

also be available at the Student Centre and online at www.tuakaucollege.com. Students without email

addresses will receive a hard copy. Daily school notices are read in whanau class. 

CANTEEN: We have an onsite canteen selling food and refreshments at interval and lunchtime.

UNIFORM: Correct uniform to be worn at all times. In Terms 1 and 4 sandals are allowed (plain black,

no jandals). Uniform information is in enrolment packs or on the Tuakau College website. Stockists are

The Uniform Shoppe, located at 7A, Glasgow Road, Pukekohe or www.theuniformshoppe.co.nz. 

Phone: 09 239 1310. The shop hours are Monday to Friday: 8:30am to 5pm and on Saturday: 9am to 1pm.

All WINZ quotes can also be done via the website if required, or instore.

 

WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA: Our website is www.tuakaucollege.com. We are also on Facebook

under 'Tuakau College.' If your child has done/achieved something great outside of school, please email

information and photos to j.paton@tuakaucollege.com

Taipitopito
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STAFF CONTACT DETAILS

Please see below for staff email addresses.
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TUAKAU  COLLEGE

YEARBOOK  2020

Tuakau College Pukapuka Tau 2020

There is an electronic Yearbook for 2020.
This has been emailed to all parents and

caregivers . It will not be printed this year .

It is available on the Tuakau College website

(www .tuakaucollege .com).

If you have any questions or queries please

email jessica .paton@tuakaucollege .com 



for Term 1 2021

Calendar
SUNMON TUE WED THU FR I SAT

1 FEB 2 3

Term 1 starts
for all students

4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

1 MAR 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 1 APR 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

Term 1 ends

Athletics Day

Swimming Sports

Auckland
Anniversary Day

Timetable starts

Year 8 
Vaccination talk

Photolife Day

Maaramataka

Year 12&13
Subject

Confirmation

New students day

Year Levels
Assembly

Waitangi Day Valentines Day

Year 8 
Vaccination Day

Franklin Careers
Expo

Good Friday
(Public Holiday) Easter Break Easter Break

Easter Monday
(Holiday)

Easter Tuesday
(Holiday)

9 10

Peer Support
Programme

School Assembly

Whaanau Assembly

PTA Meeting

Levels Assembly
Waka Ama Senior

Regatta

Year 12 Hort Trip

School Assembly

12OUT Kayak Trip 12OUT Kayak Trip 12OUT Kayak Trip

Counties
Swimming

Counties Athletics

Year 12 Bio Trip

PTA Meeting Levels Assembly

13OUT Survival
Tramp 13OUT Survival

Tramp
13OUT Survival

TrampBOT Meeting

School Assembly

11

12 13 14 15 16

Market Day

PTA Meeting Year 7 Camp Year 7 Camp

Year 7 CampWhaanau Assembly

Whaanau Assembly

 BOT Meeting

Extended Whaanau

Mufti Day

11PE Trip
Extended Whaanau


